






Manston Airport DCO : Briefing Note

Alternative Use

9. The leaders of six Conservative-controlled councils recently wrote to the SoSFT

regarding road congestion across Kent and surrounding Dover, with proposed urgent

solutions including much-needed lorry parks and increased rail freight7.

10. The lorry park function was previously successfully delivered at the Manston site via a

Special DCO8 and historically has done so since 2015.

11. Such alternative use of the Manston site is consistent with the Transport for the South

East Freight, Logistics and Gateways Strategy, published in May 2022. The only

reference to the Manston site in this entire 193 page report is in the context of the site’s

use as a lorry park as part of Operation Brock9.

Procedural Issues

12. The UK Planning Inspectorate Examining Authority (ExA) Recommendation Report

recommended refusal of the DCO on multiple grounds10.

13. The original decision which went against this recommendation was quashed by High

Court Order on 15 February 202111.

14. The SoSFT commissioned an Independent Assessor’s report (IA Report) authored by Ove

Arup following the High Court Order.

15. The IA Report agreed with the ExA Recommendation Report and concluded that there was

not sufficient need for the development at the Manston site, additional to (or different

from) the need which is met by the provision of existing airports12.

12 Department for Transport Manston Airport Assessor’s Report by Ove Arup & Partners Ltd (1) Centre for
Economics and Business Research (2) and MDS Transmodal (3) of 21 October 2021
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020002/TR020002-005842-Manston
%20DRAFT%20Assessors%20Report%20-%20Publicationv1.pdf (accessed 8/8/22)

11 THE QUEEN (on the application of JENNIFER DAWES) Claimant - and - SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
TRANSPORT Defendant - and - RIVEROAK STRATEGIC PARTNERS LIMITED Interested Party CONSENT ORDER
of 15 February 2021(accessed 8/8/22)

10 Manston Airport Examining Authority’s Report of Findings and Conclusions and Recommendation to the
Secretary of State for Transport of 18 October 2019
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020002/TR020002-005347-TR0200
02%20Final%20Recommendation%20Report%20to%20DfT.pdf (accessed 8/8/22)

9 Page 42, Transport for the South East Freight, Logistics and Gateways Strategy, published in May 2022
(accessed 8/8/22)

8 The Town and Country Planning (Manston Airport) Special Development Order 2019
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/86/made (accessed 8/8/22)

7 Open Letter to the Secretary of State for Transport of 29 July 2022
https://www.dover.gov.uk/News/Press-Releases/2022/Why-Whitehall-must-step-up-to-the-challenge-of-cross-Channel-di
sruption.aspx (accessed 8/8/22)
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RSP Group of Companies and Shell Companies as per up-to-date filings
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